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Community Speed Watch
I recently joined volunteers at a Community Speed Watch session in nearby Moreton and, as ever, came away impressed by the time and effort local people are prepared to put in to keep their communities safer.
Which is why I remain rather baffled by the County Council’s decision to withdraw support for establishing new Community Speed Watch groups.
Rural communities should not be penalised simply because other places happened to get their schemes up and running first.
I will therefore continue raising this at County level, alongside the wider issue of giving villages proper support when they are asking for sensible, locally backed reductions in speed limits.
Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service, New Chief Fire Officer
Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service will welcome Nathaniel Hooton as Interim Chief Fire Officer from 1 October 2026.
As a member of the Fire & Rescue Scrutiny Committee, I already have a good working relationship with Nathaniel in his current role as Deputy Chief Fire Officer, and I look forward to continuing that relationship when he takes up the top job.
I will, however, continue keeping a close eye on service changes. 
I have previously received reassurance that the current proposed service changes are focused on Cinderford and West Cheltenham, with no proposed changes to nearby Stow-on-the-Wold Fire Station or wider North Cotswolds provision.
That is welcome, and I intend to make sure it stays that way.
Gloucestershire Police  New Chief Constable Recruitment
There is also change coming at the top of Gloucestershire Constabulary.
Temporary Chief Constable Maggie Blyth has announced that she will retire from policing after 36 years of public service. She will remain in post while the process to appoint Gloucestershire’s new permanent Chief Constable is completed.
As a member of the Gloucestershire Police and Crime Panel, I will have a direct role in scrutinising  the Police and Crime Commissioner’s proposed appointment.
The current intention is for the successful candidate to come before the Police and Crime Panel in November.
And I will be taking a very close interest indeed.
Policing Gloucestershire means rather more than policing Gloucester and Cheltenham. We have market towns, farms, isolated properties, villages, rural roads and communities where seeing a police officer can sometimes feel rather more noteworthy than perhaps it ought to.
So I will be looking for a Chief Constable who understands the whole county,  including the North Cotswolds and who recognises the importance of visible policing, rural crime and public confidence.  

Highways

Bledington to Kingham Station Road Closure
The road between Bledington and Kingham Station will be closed 24 hours a day from Monday 7 September until Wednesday 30 September while the long-awaited bridge repairs are carried out.
This will particularly affect residents travelling to Kingham Station. During the closure, motorists will need to use alternative routes, including via Stow, Oddington Road, Daylesford and Kingham village, or approach via Lyneham Road/golf club or Bruern, depending on their direction of travel.
The works are welcome and necessary, but residents should allow additional time for journeys while the closure is in place.

Advanced notice from Gloucestershire County Council of Ash Dieback work - In Collaboration with Openreach & National Grid.

On behalf of Gloucestershire County Council, we advise you that we are due to be conducting essential work at the above location to remove unsafe trees infected with Ash Dieback.
 
What:  Temporary Traffic Order to close the road for essential Ash Dieback tree work.
Where:   A424 – Stow-on-the-Wold to County Border (nr Burford) 
When:   5-16 October 2026 inclusive (excluding weekends) - from 09.30 to 15.30 daily.
Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund
I still have funding available through my Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund to support local voluntary groups, charities and community organisations across the division, provided projects are related to health and wellbeing.
So if there is a good local project in Wyck Rissington that needs a modest helping hand, please do get in touch.
Road Resurfacing Programme
The County Council’s resurfacing and patching programme is continuing across Gloucestershire, with the latest programme updated at the end of August.
I will continue pressing for the North Cotswolds to receive its fair share of highways investment.
Residents are not asking for gold-plated roads. They are asking for the basics: potholes repaired, drains cleared, verges maintained and highway infrastructure looked after before small problems become large ones — and large ones become eye-wateringly expensive ones. Many verges have not been cleared or maintained as they have been done in previous years.  If there are  overgrown verges or hedges in Wyck Rissington that you consider to be dangerous, please let me know and I will instruct Highways to clear them or request residents to do so if they’re on private land.
It is not glamorous stuff, but it matters enormously.
Adult Social Care
There have also been changes within Adult Social Care.
From 3 August, the council-funded Adult Social Care Occupational Therapy service transferred into Gloucestershire County Council from Gloucestershire Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust. The intention is to provide more joined-up services and reduce duplication.
From September, the County Council is also taking greater responsibility for reablement services, which provide short-term support following illness or a hospital stay to help people regain their independence.
For a rural and ageing county such as Gloucestershire, the test is very simple: these services must work just as well for someone living in a village in the North Cotswolds as they do for someone living a few streets away from a major service centre.
Geography should not determine the quality of care someone receives.
Local Government Reorganisation
Work is continuing towards the creation of the new Gloucestershire unitary authority.
This will be one of the biggest changes to local government in the county for decades — and, inevitably, there will be an enormous amount of talk about structures, systems, committees and organisational charts.
All necessary, perhaps. But none of it matters very much to residents if the end result is a council that feels more distant.
As Always
Please continue to contact me about any County Council matter affecting Wyck Rissington, particularly highways, drainage, speeding, public transport or adult social care.

